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Introduction to Philosophy Syllabus 
    
Phil 100       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall 2012       andrewmoon@k-state.edu 
Section D: Justin 149, 10:30-11:20                           Office Hours: M&W 
Section E: Justin 256, 1:30-2:20    3:30-4:30 (or by appt.) 
Section F: Dickens 207, 2:30-3:20    Dickens 306 
 
Required Text:  Reason and Responsibility 14th ed., Feinberg and Shafer-Landau 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I Morality: Are there any true objective moral statements (t.o.m.s.)? 
 1.  Introduction: Logic, Ethics, and Truth (lecture) 
 2.  Objective and Subjective Judgments: Shafer-Landau 540-543.1, 544-545.2. 

3.  Ethics Depends on God: Craig 586-588.2 
 4.  Ethics Don’t Depend on God: Sinnott-Armstrong 588.2-590, Plato 6 
 5.  The Ring of Gyges: Why Be Moral? Plato 527.1-527.2 
 
II What are the t.o.m.s.? 
 1. Utilitarianism: Mill 600.1-602.1 

2. Poverty and Famine Relief: Singer 630-633.1 
3. When is it okay to kill one to save five? (in class) 

 4. Abortion is wrong: Klusendorf (online) 
 5. Abortion is okay: Thomson 652-658 
 6. Kantianism: Kant 596.2-597 
 
III Is There a God? 
 1.  Yes, the universe needed a creator: Aquinas 35-36 
 2.  Yes, the world needs a designer: Paley 46-47.1 

3.  No, there’s too much evil: Hume 77.1-78.1 
4.  But God has a good reason for allowing evil: Swinburne 105-108.2 
5.  No, he doesn’t: Johnson 113-116.2 
6.  Debate: (watch in class) 

 
IV Do Humans Have Free Will? 

1. No, God’s knowing everything precludes free will (lecture) 
2. No, the scientific universe precludes free will: Holbach 451-456 
3. Exploration of metaphysics (lecture) 
4. Yes, WE cause our actions: Chisholm 430-436 (skip sect. 3 & 13) 
5. Yes, free will and determinism are compatible: Frankfurt 481, 484.2-485.1 

 
V What does it mean to be a human person? 
 1. It’s to have a soul: Perry 395-397 
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 2. But humans don’t have souls: Perry 398-402 
 3: Can computers think?: Searle 344-347.2 
 
VI What can we know? 

1. Not much: Pollock 153-155, Descartes 184.2-186, 187.1-187.2 
2. We know what the evidence supports: Clifford 117-121 
3. We can know a lot: Chisholm 160-166 (skip sect. 3) 
4. So maybe we can know God exists? Clark 130-134 

 
Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following: 
 
1. Short Assignments 15% (These will be either unannounced and during class or due online 
outside of class.) 
 
2. Papers 30% (Two (and only two) papers, due 5pm online.) 
Assigned Due 
Sept. 24 Oct. 4 
Oct. 15   Oct. 25 
Nov. 5  Nov. 15 
Nov. 26 Dec. 6 
 
3. Tests 30% (These will include true/false, multiple choice, and essay questions. They will 
be given September 21 and November 2.) 
 
4. Final Exam 25% (Same format as the midterm, some questions will be cumulative.) 
Section D: Tuesday, December 11th, 11:50am-1:40pm 
Section E: Thursday, December 13th, 11:50am-1:40pm 
Section F: Monday, December 10th, 4:10pm-6pm 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
** Those who participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of 
borderline grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A instead of a B, etc. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or the 
equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within a day of the exam.  The 
same conditions apply for late papers.  The earlier you tell me that you need to miss an exam 
or turn in a late paper, the more lenient I will be.  I do not do makeups for short assignments, 
but I will drop everybody's lowest grade at the end of the semester. 
  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet up 
with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help from 
a fellow student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an 
appointment with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
 
Academic Integrity: Kansas State University has an Honor System based on personal 
integrity, which is presumed to be sufficient assurance that, in academic matters, one's work 
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is performed honestly and without unauthorized assistance. Undergraduate and graduate 
students, by registration, acknowledge the jurisdiction of the Honor System. The policies and 
procedures of the Honor System apply to all full and part-time students enrolled in 
undergraduate and graduate courses on-campus, off-campus, and via distance learning. The 
honor system website can be reached via the following URL: www.ksu.edu/honor. A 
component vital to the Honor System is the inclusion of the Honor Pledge which applies to 
all assignments, examinations, or other course work undertaken by students. The Honor 
Pledge is implied, whether or not it is stated: "On my honor, as a student, I have neither given 
nor received unauthorized aid on this academic work." A grade of XF can result from a 
breach of academic honesty. The F indicates failure in the course; the X indicates the reason 
is an Honor Pledge violation. 
 
When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of 
cheating, consult me. 
 
Student Disabilities: Any student with a disability who needs a classroom accommodation, 
access to technology or other academic assistance in this course should contact Disability 
Support Services (dss@k-state.edu) and/or the instructor. Students who require assistance 
during an emergency evacuation should discuss their needs with their instructors and DSS. 
DSS serves students with a wide range of disabilities including, but not limited to, physical 
disabilities, sensory impairments, learning disabilities, attention deficit disorder, depression, 
and anxiety. 
 
Student Conduct: All student activities in the University, including this course, are governed 
by the Student Judicial Conduct Code as outlined in the Student Governing Association By 
Laws, Article VI, Section 3, number 2. Students who engage in behavior that disrupts the 
learning environment may be asked to leave the class. 
 
Any Other Concerns 
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me about it.  If the 
concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Bruce Glymour (glymour@ksu.edu).  An anonymous teaching 
evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones (and related devices) should be used except to tell time; 
don’t even have them out.  Please do not talk when I or another student has the floor, and 
please do not do work from other classes. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; print out and bring the handouts to class; come to class; 
use proper e-mail etiquette; get help if needed (come to office hours!); work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best to be 
present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will also aim to 
make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with all grading 
policies. 
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Introduction to Ethics Syllabus (Fall 2011) 
    
 
Phil 1100       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall 2011       MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall 119 or 208                                                     Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 8am-8:50am or 10am-10:50am   9am-10am (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall 431 or 435 
 
Required Texts:  
The Ethical Life, Russ Shafer-Landau [EL] 
The Fundamentals of Ethics, Russ Shafer-Landau [FE] 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I Morality: Are there any true objective moral judgments (t.o.m.j.)? 
 1.  Introduction: FE, 1-15 
 2.  Relativism: FE, 276-83 
 3.  Subjectivism: FE, 283-8 
 4.  Nihilism: FE, 292-304 
 
II Religion: What are the t.o.m.j.? 
 1.  The Divine Command Theory: FE, 58-70 
 2.  Abortion: Klusendorf (outside) 

3.  Abortion: Pro-Choice, FE, 266-77 
4.  Abortion: Pro-life, FE, 278-88 

 
III Consequentialism: What are the t.o.m.j.?  (and… what has intrinsic value?) 
 1. Mill’s Hedonistic Utilitarianism: EL, 15-24 

2. Utilitarianism: FE, 112-116, 119-124 
3. Singer on Poverty: EL, 200-207. 
4. Huxley and Nozick Against Hedonism: EL, 25-30, 31-34. 

 5. Problems with Utilitarianism: FE, 131-134, 136-139  
 
IV Kantianism: What are the t.o.m.j.? 
 1.  Kantianism: FE, 144-154, 154-157, 158-163 (opt. EL, 75-81) 
 2.  Sexual Ethics: EL, 368-381 
 
V Pluralism: What are the t.o.m.j.? 
 1. Pluralism: FE, 202-219 
 2. Rossian Pluralism: FE, 220-239 
 3. Following one’s conscience: EL, 289-302 
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Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Quizzes 10% (Quizzes will not be announced ahead of time.) 
 
2. Writing Assignments & Homework 10% (These will normally be graded on a pass/fail 
basis and may include group assignments.) 
 
3. Midterm 25% (This will include true/false, multiple choice and short answer/essay 
questions. It will be given October 19.) 
 
4. Paper 30% (Two (and only two) 3-4 page papers) 
Assigned Due 
Sept. 26 Oct. 5 
Oct. 19  Oct. 28 
Nov. 9  Nov. 18 
 
Papers will be due at the time that class begins and should be sent as an attachment to 
andrewmoon616@gmail.com.  USE THIS E-MAIL ONLY FOR PAPERS. 
 
5. Final 25% (Same format as the midterm, some questions will be cumulative. The final 
will be given Wednesday, Dec. 14th at 12:30pm-2:30pm or Monday, Dec. 12th at 10am-
12pm.) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
** Those who participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of 
borderline grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
*** LOOK AT THIS!!! à For each unexcused absence over five, you will receive one 
percentage point off of your final grade. ß LOOK AT THIS!!!*** 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late essay assignments, quizzes, and writing 
assignments.  However, there are no makeups for quizzes and writing assignments, 
though I will drop everybody's lowest quiz grade and writing assignment score at the end 
of the semester.  The earlier you tell me that you need to miss an exam or turn in a late 
paper, the more lenient I will be. 
  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help 
from a fellow student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an 
appointment with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
 
You count as absent if you are more than 10 minutes late. 
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Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on exams) will be 
reported to the Provost's Office and will be treated with the utmost seriousness in 
accordance with MU regulations <http://facultycouncil.missouri.edu/handbook/article-
6.html>.  Penalties from me may range from failure for the assignment to failure for the 
whole course.  Penalties from the University may range from academic probation to 
expulsion from MU.  When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, 
collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult me. 
 
Intellectual Diversity 
The University of Missouri welcomes intellectual diversity and respects the right of all 
students to their own views, inside and outside the classroom.  Students with concerns 
about intellectual diversity and students' right to their own views in this class may 
address them either to the Philosophy Department Chair, Prof. Andrew Melnyk 
(melnyka@missouri.edu), or to the Director of the Office of Students Rights and 
Responsibilities <http://osrr.missouri.edu/>. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Any Other Concerns 
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me about it.  If the 
concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor, and please do not do work from other classes. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
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Honors Introduction to Ethics Syllabus 
    
Phil 1100H       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Spring 2012       MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall 313                                                       Office Hours: T&R 
T-R 9:30am-10:45am      2pm-3pm (or by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall 431 or 435 
 
Required Text:  Exploring Ethics, 2nd ed., Steven M. Cahn 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I Morality: Are there any true objective moral statements (t.o.m.s.)? 
 1.  Moral Reasoning 
 2.  Objective and Subjective Judgments 

3.  Simple Subjectivism: Regan 25-28 
 4.  Moral Nihilism 
 5.  Cultural Relativism: Rachels 34-46 
 
II Religion: What are the t.o.m.s.? 
 1.  The Divine Command Theory: Regan, Cahn 28-32 
 2.  Why be moral? Rachels 51-52 and Cahn & Murphy 67-69 

3.  Abortion Pro-Life: Klusendorf (outside) 
4.  Abortion Pro-Choice: Thomson 145-163 
5.  Abortion: Pro-life, Marquis 182-188 

 
III Consequentialism: What are the t.o.m.s.? 
 1. Utilitarianism: Mill 93-101 

2. Poverty: Singer 218-231. 
3. Poverty: Arthur 232-238 

 4. Assessing Utilitarianism: Pojman 105-113 
 5. Euthanasia: Rachels 203-209 
 6. Euthanasia: Sullivan 210-217 
 
IV Kantianism: What are the t.o.m.s.? 

1. The Trolley Problem 
2. Kantianism: Nagel 47-50 
3. Kantianism: Kant 79-87 
4. Kantianism: O’Neill 89-92 

 5.   Sexual Ethics 
 
V Virtue Ethics: What is a good person? 
 1. Aristotelianism: Aristotle 114-119 
 2. Aristotelianism: Mayo 120-122 
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Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Quizzes 10% (Quizzes will not be announced ahead of time.) 
 
2. Homework and Short Papers 10% (Short papers should be between 200-300 words 
where the student is given freedom to explore an idea from the reading or classroom 
discussion.  They can even be your own summary of what you think you’ve been 
learning.  Good grammar and clarity are a must.  They will be due 5pm on 2/3, 2/17, 4/6 
and 4/27, via Blackboard.) 
 
3. Midterm 25% (This will include true/false, multiple choice and short answer/essay 
questions. It will be given March 8.) 
 
4. Medium Papers 30% (Two (and only two) 3-4 page papers), due 5pm via Blackboard. 
Assigned Due 
Feb. 19 Mar. 2 
Mar. 11  Mar. 23 
Apr. 8  Apr 20 
 
5. Final 25% (Same format as the midterm, some questions will be cumulative. The final 
will be given Monday, May 7 at 7:30am – 9:30am.) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
** Those who participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of 
borderline grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
*** LOOK AT THIS!!! à For each unexcused absence over five, you will receive one 
percentage point off of your final grade. ß LOOK AT THIS!!!*** 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late essay assignments, quizzes, and writing 
assignments.  However, there are no makeups for quizzes and writing assignments, 
though I will drop everybody's lowest quiz grade and writing assignment score at the end 
of the semester.  The earlier you tell me that you need to miss an exam or turn in a late 
paper, the more lenient I will be. 
  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help 
from a fellow student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an 
appointment with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
 
You count as absent if you are more than 15 minutes late. 
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Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on exams) will be 
reported to the Provost's Office and will be treated with the utmost seriousness in 
accordance with MU regulations <http://facultycouncil.missouri.edu/handbook/article-
6.html>.  Penalties from me may range from failure for the assignment to failure for the 
whole course.  Penalties from the University may range from academic probation to 
expulsion from MU.  When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, 
collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult me. 
 
Intellectual Diversity 
The University of Missouri welcomes intellectual diversity and respects the right of all 
students to their own views, inside and outside the classroom.  Students with concerns 
about intellectual diversity and students' right to their own views in this class may 
address them either to the Philosophy Department Chair, Prof. Andrew Melnyk 
(melnyka@missouri.edu), or to the Director of the Office of Students Rights and 
Responsibilities <http://osrr.missouri.edu/>. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Any Other Concerns 
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me about it.  If the 
concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones (and related devices) should be used except to tell 
time; don’t even have them out.  Please do not talk when I or another student has the 
floor, and please do not do work from other classes. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; print out and bring the handouts to class; come to 
class; get help if needed (come to office hours!); work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
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 “How To Win An Argument” Syllabus 
    
Phil 2090       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall 2013       AMoon@dal.ca 
MWF 11:35-12:25                             Office Hours: Tu/Th 4-5pm 
LSC-Common Area C236     Marion McCain 3130 or 1142 
 
Required Text: Reason and Argument, 2nd ed., Richard Feldman 
 
Course Outline  
Subject to revision.  Assignment to be read by date listed. 
 
I. Conceptual Foundations 
 
F S.6  Introduction 
M S.9  What is an Argument?   Read:  Ch. 1: all 
W S.11  What is Truth?    Read:  Ch. 2: 24-33 
F S.13  QUIZ 1 
M S.16  What are the available responses? Read:  Ch. 2: 33-39 
W S.18  What makes those responses rational? Read:  Ch. 2: 39-54 
F S.20  QUIZ 2 
M S.23  What is validity?   Read: Ch. 3: 55-62 
W S.25  Prop. Logic: Valid Argument Forms Read: Ch. 3: 62-72 
F S.27  QUIZ 3 
M S.30  Pred. Logic: Valid Argument Forms Read: Ch. 3: 73-80 
W O.2  CLASS CANCELLED 
F O.4  When are arguments cogent?  Read:  Ch. 3: 80-92 
M O.7  What makes an argument strong? Read:  Ch. 4: all 

 
II. Argument Extraction 
 
W O.9  TEST #1 (Ch. 1-3) 
F O.11  How do you reconstruct an argument? Read: Ch. 5: 113-128 
M O.14  NO CLASS, THANKSGIVING 
W O.16  More about premises    Read: Ch. 5: 129-148 
F O.18  QUIZ 4 
M O.21  Fine-tuning argument reconstruction Read:  Ch. 6: all  
W O.23  Rules of argument evaluation  Read: Ch. 7: 167-174 
F O.25  QUIZ 5 
M O.28  Critiquing premises   Read: Ch. 7: 175-188 

 
III. Argument Application 
W O.30  Problems of meaning   Read: Ch. 7: 189-215 
F N.1  QUIZ 6 
M N.4  Past to future arguments   Read:  Ch. 9: 232-237 
W N.6  TEST #2 (Ch. 4-7) 
F N.8  Evaluating statistical arguments  Read: Ch. 9: 247-258 
M N.11  NO CLASS, REMEMBRANCE DAY 
W N.13  Statistical arguments   Read:  Ch. 9: 237-247 
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F N.15  QUIZ 7 
M N.18  Causal Arguments   Read:  Ch. 10: 277-294 
W N.20  Analyzing causal arguments  Read: Ch. 10: 294-327 
F N.22  QUIZ 8 
M N.25  Moral propositions   Read: Ch. 11: 328-344 
W N.27  Moral arguments   Read: Ch. 11: 344-357 
F N.29  QUIZ 9 
M D.2  Common problems   Read: Ch. 11: 357-376  
 
 TBA  FINAL EXAM (Cumulative) 
 
Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following: 
 
1. Quizzes (20%) 
Quizzes will normally occur at the end of each class on Friday, but there are exceptions (see 
schedule).  The two lowest quizzes will be dropped; hence, there will be no excuses or 
makeups for missed quizzes. 
 
Quizzes will cover anything in lecture up to the end of the previous class and be returned by 
the following Wednesday. 
 
2. Two tests (25% each) 
Test #1 will be Wednesday, Oct. 9 on c. 1-3. 
Test #2 will be Wednesday, Nov. 6 on c. 4-7 
 
3. Final (30%) 
Date is yet to be decided.  About 60% will be on c. 9-11, and 40% will be cumulative. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up only if there is a verified medical excuse or the equivalent 
and the request for a make-up is made within a day of the exam.  The earlier you tell me that 
you need to miss an exam, the more lenient I will be in accommodating you.  I do not do 
makeups for quizzes, BUT I will drop everybody's two lowest quiz grade at the end of the 
semester. 
  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet up 
with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help from 
a fellow student doesn't work out, come to office hours (or set up an appointment with me or 
the TA), and then we can go over the material.  Please do not send me an e-mail that says, 
“What did we do in class today?” I will not rewrite the lecture/discussion in an e-mail to you. 
 
Dalhousie Statement on Academic Integrity and Honesty 
All students in this class are to read and understand the policies on academic integrity and 
plagiarism referenced in the Policies and Student Resources sections of the 
academicintegrity.dal.ca website.  Ignorance of such policies is no excuse for violations. 
Any paper submitted by a student at Dalhousie University may be checked for originality 
to confirm that the student has not plagiarized from other sources.   
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Plagiarism is considered a serious academic offence which may lead to loss of credit, 
suspension or expulsion from the University, or even to the revocation of a degree.  It is 
essential that there be correct attribution of authorities from which facts and opinions 
have been derived.  At Dalhousie there are University Regulations which deal with 
plagiarism and, prior to submitting any paper in a course, students should read the Policy 
on Intellectual Honesty contained in the Calendar or on the Online Dalhousie website.  
The Senate has affirmed the right of any instructor to require that student papers be 
submitted in both written and computer-readable format, and to submit any paper to be 
checked electronically for originality.  As a student in this class, you are to keep an 
electronic copy of any paper you submit, and the course instructor may require you to 
submit that electronic copy on demand.   
 
It is your responsibility to know what counts as plagiarism/cheating. If you are in doubt 
about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, 
consult me. 
 
Student Disabilities: 
Students with a need for accommodation are encouraged to register as quickly as possible 
at The Office of Student Accessibility & Accommodation (OSAA) if they want to receive 
academic accommodations. To do so, please phone 494-2836, e-mail access@dal.ca, 
drop in at 6227 University Avenue or visit the website at 
www.studentaccessibility.dal.caClass  
 
Student Conduct:  
No laptops.  No phones (and related devices) should be used; don’t even have them out.  (If 
you are waiting for an emergency call, let me know ahead of time, and you can excuse 
yourself from class for the call.) Do not do work from other classes.  If I see you texting after 
class begins, I may ask you to leave. 
 
Any Other Concerns 
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me.  If the concern is 
unresolved after talking with me, contact Philosophy Department chair, Dr. Duncan 
Macintosh (duncanm@dal.ca).  Anonymous teaching evaluations will be given at the end of 
the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; check your e-mail daily; use proper e-mail 
etiquette (a greeting: “Dear/Hello/Hi Dr. Moon” and signature) when beginning 
correspondence; get help if needed (come to office hours!); work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I’ll respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best to be 
available to help you, even outside of class.  I will also aim to make the material as 
interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with all grading policies. 
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Elementary Logic Syllabus (Fall 2010) 
Philosophy/Linguistics 2700 

            
Lecture time:  12-12:50 MW.    Lecture location:  Arts and Science 113. 
Reference numbers:  12495 (PHIL) and 14175 (LINGST) 
 

Instructor:  Dr. Andrew Moon  
Office Hours:  M&W 1-2 
                       (or by appt.) 

Office:   
436 Strickland 

Email:  
MoonAY@missouri.edu        

T.A.: Wenwen Fan 
Office Hours:  M&W 10:50-11:50 

                        (or by appt.) 

Office:   
413 Strickland 

Email:  
wffx3@mail.mizzou.edu 

Lab 1A meets F: 12pm 
429 Strickland 

Lab 1B meets F: 9am 
429 Strickland 

Lab 1C meets F: 10am 
429 Strickland 

 
Required Text: The Logic Book (5th ed.), Bergmann, Moor, and Nelson 
 
Description: Logic is the study of arguments.  We will translate arguments into a 
symbolic language and formulate rules for the symbolic arguments.  This procedure is 
adopted because translation into the symbolic language reveals logical structure, and 
because the rules for arguments in the symbolic language are simpler and more precise 
than the rules for arguments in natural languages.  The goals of the course are to develop 
skill in recognizing the logical structure of arguments, skill in constructing derivations for 
valid arguments, and an awareness of some philosophical issues concerning logical 
systems.  This material in the course, in addition to being of interest to the more 
mathematically inclined, will also enhance abstract reasoning skills, which can be useful 
in a variety of disciplines and careers (law, medicine, the humanities, social sciences, and 
physical sciences, even business). 
 
Course Outline  
[Reading Assignments. May change, with notice.] 
 
Week 1: 1.2-1.4    Week 11: 7.8 Midterm (11/3, c. 5&7) 
Week 2: 1.6-1.7, 2.1    Week 12: 8.1, 10.1 
Week 3: 2.1     Week 13: 10.1-10.2 
Week 4: 2.4, 3.1    Thanksgiving Week 
Week 5: 3.2-3.5    Week 14: 10.3-10.4 
Week 6: 5.1.1 Midterm (9/29, c. 1-3) Week 15: Final Exam (12/10, c. 8&10) 
Week 7: 5.1.2-5.1.5 
Week 8: 5.2-5.4 (some parts optional) 
Week 9: 7.1-7.5 
Week 10: 7.5-7.7 
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Grading 
 
1. Self-graded Homework (20%) 
Homework will be assigned each Monday and Wednesday afternoon on Blackboard.  
These assignments should be turned in in person as one assignment at the beginning of 
class the following Monday.  Assignments will consist of unstarred exercises from the 
book.  You will check your work as you go using the solutions to the problems that can 
be found here: 
 http://highered.mcgraw-hill.com/sites/007353563x/student_view0/index.html 
 
Clearly mark right answers and correct any mistakes.  Self-graded homework is an 
important learning tool; use it to master the material, identify problem areas that need 
extra work, and develop skills. 
 
Late homework will not be accepted, but the four lowest homework grades will be 
dropped.  You do not need to type your homework.  You can come to office hours for 
help with the homework, and you may also work on it in a group.  If you work in a group, 
turn in a single homework for the group with all your names on it.  Group size is limited 
to three students.  Exams will be closed book, with no collaboration, so if you choose to 
work in a group, make sure that you pull your weight, so that you get the practice that 
you need to pass the exams.  Warning: Doing homework is the only way to become 
competent in logic. 
 
Self-graded homework will be assigned a grade of 5, 4, 3, or 0: 
5 Completed carefully 
4 Submitted but incomplete or not careful 
3 Submitted but substantially incomplete or careless 
0 No homework submitted. 
 
2. Quizzes (20%) 
Quizzes will occur during the last 10 minutes of class on all Wednesdays except for on 
the first week (8/25), the last week (12/8), and midterm days.  The two lowest quizzes 
will be dropped; hence, there will be strict standards for missing quizzes. 
 
Quizzes will cover anything in lecture up to the end of the previous week and be returned 
the following Friday in Lab to discuss. 
 
3. Two midterms (20% each) 
The midterms will be Wednesday 9/29 and Wednesday 11/3 
 
4. Final (20%) 
Friday, 12/10 at 10:30am-12:30pm.  Make your travel plans with this date in mind. 
 
* Although participation in lab discussions is not a part of your grade, those who 
participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of borderline 
grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
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Absences:  
Missed midterms may be made up only if there is a verified medical excuse or the 
equivalent and the request for a make-up is made within one day of the exam.  The earlier 
you tell me that you need to miss an exam, the more lenient I will be. 
 
No makeups for quizzes and no late homework.  The four lowest homework grades and 
two lowest quiz grades will be dropped.   
 
More Policies: 
The behavior of mature adults is expected of students in class: no reading of newspapers, 
no text-messaging, etc.  No laptops in class.  No cell phones should be used except to tell 
time.  Please treat myself, Wenwen, and your fellow students with respect.  No talking 
when someone else has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me or Wenwen if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If 
you feel significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with 
me about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to 
contact the Philosophy Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland 
Hall).  An anonymous teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
Our Expectations: Do the readings; do the homework; come to class; take notes; bring 
your book; get help if needed; work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: We will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and we will do our 
best to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  We 
will also do our best to be fair with all grading policies. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
Wenwen or me. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting 
academic accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with 
students and instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other 
MU resources for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU 
homepage. 
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Intellectual Pluralism: The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and 
respects student rights. Students who have questions or concerns regarding the 
atmosphere in this class (including respect for diverse opinions) may contact the 
Departmental Chair or Divisional Director; the Director of the Office of Students Rights 
and Responsibilities (http://osrr.missouri.edu/); or the MU Equity Office 
(http://equity.missouri.edu/), or by email at equity@missouri.edu. All students will have 
the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation of the instructor(s) at the end of the 
course. 
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Contemporary Issues in Ethics Syllabus 
    
Phil 2430       Andrew Moon                   
Spring 2009                                                                            aym3z8@mizzou.edu        
Strickland Hall 119 or 217                                                     Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 8am-8:50am or 9am-9:50am      10am-11am (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall 417 
 
Required Text: Exploring Ethics, Steven M. Cahn 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I Theoretical Issues: Religion and Culture 
 1.  The Challenge of Cultural Relativism, 34-47 
 2.  God and Morality, 30-33 
 
II Abortion 
 1.  A Defense of the Prolife Position 

http://www.str.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=5129#bio-ethics 
2.  On the Moral and Legal Status of Abortion, 191-201. 
3.  A Defense of Abortion, 167-185. 
4.  Unstringing the Violinist 
http://www.str.org/site/News2?page=NewsArticle&id=5689 
5. Why Abortion is Immoral, 204-210 

 
III Euthanasia 
 1. Active and Passive Euthanasia, 212-218 

2. Active and Passive Euthanasia: A Reply to Rachels, 219-225 
 
IV Poverty and Terrorism 
 1. Famine, Affluence, and Morality, 226-238 
 2. World Hunger and Moral Obligation, 240-246 
 3. Terrorism, 247-248 
 4. Is Terrorism Distinctively Wrong?, 255-259 
 
V Sexual Ethics 
 1.  Pornography, Oppression, and Freedom: A Closer Look, 261-274 
 2.  The Feminist Case Against Pornography, 275-291 
 3.  Sexual Perversions (Outside reading) 
 
VI Affirmative Action 
 1. Two Concepts of Affirmative Action, 292-301 
 2. What Good Am I? 303-309 
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VII Animals and the Environment 
 1. The Case for Animal Rights, 310-322 
 2. The Case for the Use of Animals in Biomedical Research, 323-333 
 3. We Are What We Eat, 335-342 
 4. People or Penguins: The Case for Optimal Pollution, 343-349 
 
VIII Death Penalty 

1. In Defense of the Death Penalty, 350-359 
2. Capital Punishment, 361-377 

 
Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Quizzes 10% (Quizzes will not be announced ahead of time.) 
 
2. In-class Assignments & Homework 10% (These will be graded on a pass/fail basis and 
may include group assignments.) 
 
3. Midterm 20% (This will include true/false, multiple choice and short answer/essay 
questions. It will be given Wednesday, March 11.) 
 
4. Paper 30% (Two (and only two) 3 page papers) 
Assigned Due 
Feb. 18 Feb. 27 
Mar. 11 Mar. 20 
Apr. 15 Apr. 24 
 
5. Final 30% (Same format as the midterm, some questions will be cumulative. The final 
will be given Friday, May 15th at 10:30am-12:30pm or Tuesday, May 12th at 8am-10am.) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
** Although participation in class discussions is not a part of your grade, those who 
participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of borderline 
grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
*** For every unexcused absence beyond five, you will lose one percentage point from 
your final grade. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
me. 
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ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late papers.  The earlier you tell me that you need 
to miss an exam or turn in a late paper, the more lenient I will be. 
 
There are no makeups for quizzes and in-class assignments, though I will drop 
everybody's lowest quiz grade and any one missed in-class assignment at the end of the 
semester.   
 
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class (perhaps your e-mail buddy) to hear any missed 
announcements, to talk about the material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow 
student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment 
with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact 
the course director, Professor Peter Vallentyne.  If the concern still remains unresolved, 
contact the Philosophy Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland 
Hall).  An anonymous teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard; engage 
with the material. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
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Empiricists Syllabus 
    
Phil 2620       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall 2013       AMoon@dal.ca 
MWF 9:35-10:25                             Office Hours: Tu/Th 4-5pm 
Marion McCain 2016      Marion McCain 3130 or 1142 
 
Required Text: The Empiricists, Richard Taylor 
     Articles from Descartes, Reid, and Kant online. 
 
Course Description 
This is an introduction to the Empiricist philosophers: Locke, Berkeley, and Hume. They 
grappled with questions such as, “What can we know?” “What is the ultimate nature of 
reality?” “What is it to be a person?” “Does God exist?” “Do we have free will?” We will 
explore not only their answers to these questions, but also their reasons for their answers.  
In doing so, we will also be seeking to develop our own answers to them. 
 
Course Outline (Subject to revision; specific reading assignments given in class) 
 
LOCKE 
 
1. Ideas, sensation and 
reflection 
Introduction, 
Book 2: c 1-7, 9-11 
 
2. Primary and Secondary 
Qualities 
Book 2: c 8 
 
3. Substratum/Substances 
Book 2: c 23 
 
4. Identity, Diversity, 
Personal Identity 
Book 2: c 27 
 
5. Basics of Knowledge 
Book 4: c 1-2 
 
6. Knowledge of God 
Book 4: c 10 
 
7. Knowledge of the 
external world 
Book 4: c 11 
 

BERKELEY 
 
1. Secondary Qualities are 
Mental 
First Dialogue: pp. 217-232 
 
2. Primary Qualities are 
Mental Too 
FD: pp. 233-241 
 
3. Against Substratum 
FD: pp. 242-248 
 
4. Against Resemblance 
FD: pp. 248-252 
 
5. Argument for God 
Second Dialogue: 252-257 
PHK: 162-163 (29-33) 
(Optional: finish 2nd Dial) 
 
6. Common Sense and the 
Idea of Other Minds 
Third Dialogue: 270-280 
(Optional: 281-301) 
 
7. Final Points 
TD: 302-305 

HUME 
 
1. Origin of Ideas 
Enquiry 1-3 
 
2. Critique of Induction 
Enquiry 4 
 
3. Hume’s Skepticism 
Enquiry 5-6 
 
4. Free Will 
Enquiry 8 
 
5. Hume on Personal 
Identity 
Treatise I.iv.5-6 (maybe 7 
optional?) 
 
6. Religion: Miracles 
Enquiry 10 
 
7. Religion: Evil and God 
Dialogues Part X, 488-490 
 
8. Skepticism 
Enquiry 12
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Grading 
 
1. Participation (X%) 

Based on attendance, regular contribution to discussion, and active listening.  I take this 
into consideration in borderline cases.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis or 
repeated behavior that detracts from the quality of the class, including inappropriate use 
of cell phones and computers, may result in a lower grade or a request to the Dean to 
cancel your enrollment in the course. 

 
2. Short writing assignments (5%) 

These will normally be about the reading assignment, assigned shortly after class, and 
due one hour before the following class (8:35am).  Put the assignment in the body of an 
e-mail to andrewmoon616@gmail.com, not in a separate attached file.  They will 
normally be about one or two paragraphs long, and I will normally have comments and a 
grade back for you by that afternoon.  No late assignments will be accepted; lateness will 
be determined by my gmail clock.  If you are concerned about possible internet failures, 
blackouts, etc., then turn in the assignment the evening before. 

 
3. Papers 30% (Two (and only two) papers, due 5pm online on Blackboard.) 
Assigned Due 
Oct. 7  Oct. 21 
Oct. 28   Nov. 11 
Nov. 18 Dec. 2 
 
4. Tests 45%  

One on Locke (estimated: 10/4), one on Berkeley (estimated: 10/25), and one on Hume 
(estimated 11/20), each worth 15%. They will be primarily constituted by short answer or 
essay questions. 

 
5. Final Exam 20% (cumulative, date TBA) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  More information on 
the papers will be given in the future. 
 
** Assignments should be sent to andrewmoon616@gmail.com.  Use this e-mail only for 
turning in assignments.  I can provide some feedback on your assignment ahead of time if 
you send it early and to my school e-mail address. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up only if there is a verified medical excuse or the equivalent 
and the request for a make-up is made within a day of the exam. 
 
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet up 
with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help from 
a fellow student doesn't work out, come to office hours (or set up an appointment with me or 
the TA), and then we can go over the material.  Please do not send me an e-mail that says, 
“What did we do in class today?” I will not rewrite the lecture/discussion in an e-mail to you. 
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Dalhousie Statement on Academic Integrity and Honesty 
All students in this class are to read and understand the policies on academic integrity and 
plagiarism referenced in the Policies and Student Resources sections of the 
academicintegrity.dal.ca website.  Ignorance of such policies is no excuse for violations. 
Any paper submitted by a student at Dalhousie University may be checked for originality to 
confirm that the student has not plagiarized from other sources.   
 
Plagiarism is considered a serious academic offence which may lead to loss of credit, 
suspension or expulsion from the University, or even to the revocation of a degree.  It is 
essential that there be correct attribution of authorities from which facts and opinions have 
been derived.  At Dalhousie there are University Regulations which deal with plagiarism and, 
prior to submitting any paper in a course, students should read the Policy on Intellectual 
Honesty contained in the Calendar or on the Online Dalhousie website.  The Senate has 
affirmed the right of any instructor to require that student papers be submitted in both written 
and computer-readable format, and to submit any paper to be checked electronically for 
originality.  As a student in this class, you are to keep an electronic copy of any paper you 
submit, and the course instructor may require you to submit that electronic copy on demand.   
 
It is your responsibility to know what counts as plagiarism/cheating. If you are in doubt 
about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, 
consult me. 
 
Student Disabilities: 
Students with a need for accommodation are encouraged to register as quickly as possible at 
The Office of Student Accessibility & Accommodation (OSAA) if they want to receive 
academic accommodations. To do so, please phone 494-2836, e-mail access@dal.ca, drop in 
at 6227 University Avenue or visit the website at www.studentaccessibility.dal.caClass  
 
Student Conduct:  
No laptops allowed.  No phones (and related devices) should be used; don’t even have them 
out.  (If you are waiting for an emergency call, let me know ahead of time, and you can 
excuse yourself from class for the call.) Do not do work from other classes.  If I see you 
texting after class begins, I may ask you to leave. 
 
Any Other Concerns 
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me.  If the concern is 
unresolved after talking with me, contact Philosophy Department chair, Dr. Duncan 
Macintosh (duncanm@dal.ca).  Anonymous teaching evaluations will be given at the end of 
the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; check your e-mail daily; use proper e-mail 
etiquette (a greeting: “Dear/Hello/Hi Dr. Moon” and signature) when beginning 
correspondence; get help if needed (come to office hours!); work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I’ll respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best to be 
available to help you, even outside of class.  I will also aim to make the material as 
interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with all grading policies. 
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Introduction to Cognitive Science 
    
Phil 2560       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall 2013       AMoon@dal.ca 
Tu/Th 2:35-3:55                             Office Hours: Tu/Th 4-5pm 
Marion McCain 2190      Marion McCain 3130 or 1142 
 
Required Text: Mindware (M)  by Andy Clark 
     Articles on Blackboard. 
 
Course Description 
We will engage in four questions from cognitive science: 1) What is the mind? 2) What are 
the properties of the mind? 3) What are the abilities of the mind? 4) Can we trust our minds?  
Cognitive science is an interdisciplinary, scientific study of the mind that draws from various 
disciplines, including psychology, computer science, neuroscience, linguistics, and 
philosophy.  While the approach of this class will draw from all of these disciplines, the 
emphasis will be from a philosophical perspective. 
 
Course Outline (Subject to revision; specific reading assignments given in class) 
 
I What is the mind? 
 1. What is philosophy?  What is science?  What is cognitive science? 
 2. Introduction to logic: validity, soundness 
 3. Dualism: The mind is the soul: Bloom; M.162-165 
 4. Behaviourism: The mind is behaviour: Ryle; M.165-166 
 5. Classical Computationalism: The mind is a computer. M. viii-ix, 1-6 
  5a) Yep, it’s a computer: Kim 129-138; M.7-16, Box 1.5, 25-27 

 5b) Turing machines: Kim 139-147, 156-159 
  5c) No, it’s not: Searle 

 5d) Searle’s not quite right either: Kim 160-165; M.34-37  
 6. Connectionism: It’s a neural network: Churchland&Sejnowski; M.62-73 
 7. Tri-Level Hypothesis: A multi-level analysis is needed: Marr; M.c.5 
 8. Robotics: The mind isn’t representational: Brooks; M.c.6 
 9. Extended Mind: The mind is partly environment: Clark&Chalmers; M.154-158 
 
II What are the properties of the mind? 
 1.  Representationalism: they include beliefs and desires: Fodor 

2.  Eliminativism: no, they don’t: Churchland 
3.  Intentional Stance: it depends on your stance: Dennett 
4.  Criticism: Let’s discuss: M.43-61 
5.  Phenomenal Stance: Consciousness: Robbins&Jack; M.Appendix II 

 
III What are the abilities of the mind and can we trust them? 

1.  Do our minds have predesigned modules? Robbins 
2.  Do our minds have initial knowledge? Spelke 

 3.  How rational are our minds? Samuels,Stitch,&Tremoulet 
 4.  Can we trust the moral instinct? Pinker 
 5.  Can we trust the religious instinct? Clark and Barrett 
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Grading 
 
1. Participation (X%) 

Based on attendance, regular contribution to discussion, and active listening.  I take this 
into consideration in borderline cases.  Failure to attend class on a regular basis or 
repeated behavior that detracts from the quality of the class, including inappropriate use 
of cell phones and computers, may result in a lower grade or a request to the Dean to 
cancel your enrollment in the course. 

 
2. Short writing assignments (20%) 

These will normally be about the reading assignment, assigned shortly after class, and 
due one hour before the following class (1:35pm).  Put the assignment in the body of an 
e-mail to andrewmoon616@gmail.com, not in a separate attached file.  They will 
normally be about one or two paragraphs long, and I will normally have comments and a 
grade back for you by that afternoon.  No late assignments will be accepted; lateness will 
be determined by my gmail clock.  If you are concerned about possible internet failures, 
blackouts, etc., then turn in the assignment the evening before. 

 
3. Papers 30% (Two (and only two) papers, due 11:59pm online.) 
Assigned Due 
Oct. 1  Oct. 15 
Oct. 22   Nov. 5 
Nov. 12 Nov. 26 
 
4. Midterm 25% 

This will include true/false, multiple choice, but mostly short answer/essay questions.  It 
will be given October 22. 
. 

5. Final Exam 25% (cumulative, date TBA) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  More information on 
the papers will be given in the future. 
 
** The e-mail address andrewmoon616@gmail.com should be used only for turning in 
assignments for a grade.  Otherwise, e-mail me at amoon@dal.ca.  I can provide feedback on 
your assignment ahead of time if you send it early and to my school e-mail address. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up only if there is a verified medical excuse or the equivalent 
and the request for a make-up is made within a day of the exam. 
 
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet up 
with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help from 
a fellow student doesn't work out, come to office hours (or set up an appointment with me), 
and then we can go over the material.  Please do not send me an e-mail that says, “What did 
we do in class today?” I will not rewrite the lecture/discussion in an e-mail to you. 
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Dalhousie Statement on Academic Integrity and Honesty 
All students in this class are to read and understand the policies on academic integrity and 
plagiarism referenced in the Policies and Student Resources sections of the 
academicintegrity.dal.ca website.  Ignorance of such policies is no excuse for violations. 
Any paper submitted by a student at Dalhousie University may be checked for originality to 
confirm that the student has not plagiarized from other sources.   
 
Plagiarism is considered a serious academic offence which may lead to loss of credit, 
suspension or expulsion from the University, or even to the revocation of a degree.  It is 
essential that there be correct attribution of authorities from which facts and opinions have 
been derived.  At Dalhousie there are University Regulations which deal with plagiarism and, 
prior to submitting any paper in a course, students should read the Policy on Intellectual 
Honesty contained in the Calendar or on the Online Dalhousie website.  The Senate has 
affirmed the right of any instructor to require that student papers be submitted in both written 
and computer-readable format, and to submit any paper to be checked electronically for 
originality.  As a student in this class, you are to keep an electronic copy of any paper you 
submit, and the course instructor may require you to submit that electronic copy on demand.   
 
It is your responsibility to know what counts as plagiarism/cheating. If you are in doubt 
about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, 
consult me. 
 
Student Disabilities: 
Students with a need for accommodation are encouraged to register as quickly as possible at 
The Office of Student Accessibility & Accommodation (OSAA) if they want to receive 
academic accommodations. To do so, please phone 494-2836, e-mail access@dal.ca, drop in 
at 6227 University Avenue or visit the website at www.studentaccessibility.dal.caClass  
 
Laptops 
Recent scientific studies have shown that laptop users negatively affect both themselves and 
also the students around them in the classroom.  The same studies show that the students 
sorely underestimate how much they are being negatively affected.  I recommend students to 
just print the readings or to make copies of the readings (double-sided is an option), which 
are available in the philosophy dept. office in Marion Mccain 1142 (10 cents a page).  
 
However, I know that for many, including myself, typing is easier, and most of our readings 
are electronic.  So, I am allowing laptops so long as the user sits in the back row.  I ask that 
you shut off your internet connection at the beginning of class. 
 
Cell Phones 
No phones (and related devices) should be used; don’t even have them out.  (If you are 
waiting for an emergency call, let me know ahead of time, and you can excuse yourself from 
class for the call.) Do not do work from other classes.  If I see you texting after class begins, I 
may ask you to leave. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; bring the readings/handout (printed or electronic); come 
to class; check your e-mail daily; use proper e-mail etiquette (a greeting: “Dear/Hello/Hi Dr. 
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Moon” and signature) when beginning correspondence; get help if needed (come to office 
hours!); work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I’ll respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best to be 
available to help you, even outside of class.  I will also aim to make the material as 
interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with all grading policies. 
 
Any Other Concerns 
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me.  If the concern is 
unresolved after talking with me, contact Philosophy Department chair, Dr. Duncan 
Macintosh (duncanm@dal.ca).  Anonymous teaching evaluations will be given at the end of 
the course. 
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Theories of Rational Belief Syllabus (Fall 2010) 
    
 
Phil 4005/Psych 4003      Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall 2010                                                                         MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall 318                                                             Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 12-12:50pm        1pm-2pm (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall 436 
 
Required Text: Putting Logic in its Place (PLP), David Christensen 
     Course Packet (CP) 
 
Course Description 
In the first part of the course, we explore the question, “What makes a belief rational?” 
We will examine how logic is related to rational belief while keeping an eye on the 
question of whether theistic belief is rational.  We will also explore the defensibility of 
various theories from both psychological and philosophical standpoints.  In the second 
part of the course, we examine two theories of belief: the tripartite view – the view that 
we either flat-out believe, withhold belief in, or disbelieve claims, and the graded view – 
the view that we exhibit a whole spectrum of degrees of belief toward claims.  How are 
these two views related?  Is one more fundamental?  We will approach these questions 
from both philosophical and psychological standpoints, and we will specifically examine 
how new technologies, such as functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI), might 
contribute to answering them. 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
Plantinga, Alvin 1991: Theism, Atheism, and Rationality. (CP) 
 
Feldman, Richard and Earl Conee 1985: Evidentialism. (CP) 
 
Plantinga, Alvin 1993: Warrant and Proper Function. (CP) 
 
Feldman, Richard 1993: Proper Functionalism (CP) 
  
Plantinga, Alvin 1993: Why We Need Proper Function (CP) 
 
William P. Alston 1986: Perceiving God. (CP) 
 
Terence Penelhum 1986: On "Perceiving God" (CP) 
 
Plantinga, Alvin 1998: A Defense of Religious Exclusivism (Will be made accessible) 
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Feldman, Richard 2003: Plantinga on Exclusivism (Will be made accessible) 
 
Foley, Richard 1992: The Epistemology of Belief and… (CP) 
 
Christensen, David 2004: Chapters 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 (PLP) 
 
Erikkson, Lina and Alan Hajek 2007: What Are Degrees of Belief? (CP) 
  
Sturgeon, Scott 2008: Reason and the Grain of Belief (CP) 
 
Grading 
 
1. Short writing assignments (40%) 

These regular assignments will normally be about the reading, about one paragraph 
long, and due one hour before the following class (9am).  No late assignments 
accepted.  Please put the assignment in the body of the e-mail, not in a separate 
attached file.  I will normally have comments and a grade back for you on that 
afternoon. 

 
2. Participation (5%) 

Based on attendance, regular contribution to discussion, and active listening. 
 
3. Outline for long paper (5%), due October 27th, 5pm. 

This should include at least your thesis and main points.  Paper topic can still change 
at this point with little harm. 

 
4. Draft of long paper to peer, due November 10th, 5pm. 

I will select the peer that you will exchange papers with.  Three percentage points 
deducted for every day late. 

 
5. Comments on peer’s paper (5%), due November 14th, 5pm. 

 
6. Draft of long paper to me (10%), due November 19th, 5pm.  (Returned by 11/29) 
 
7. Presentations of paper (5%) on 12/3, 12/6, and 12/8. 
 
8. Long paper (30%), due December 13th, 5pm.  (2500–3000 words, approx. 11 pages) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  More 
information on the papers will be given in the future. 
 
** Unless noted otherwise, half your grade will be deducted if the assignment is turned in 
a day late, and you will receive a zero if it is more than a day late. 
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*** Assignments should be sent to andrewmoon616@gmail.com.  Use this e-mail only 
for turning in assignments.  I can provide some feedback on your assignment ahead of 
time if you send it early and to my school e-mail address. 
Absences:  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class to hear any missed announcements, to talk about the 
material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow student doesn't work out, let me 
know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment with me), and then we can go 
over some of the material. 
 
The earlier you tell me that you might need to turn in something late, the more lenient I 
will be.  Within two days of the due date, excuses for a late assignment will be given only 
if there is a verified medical excuse or the equivalent and the request for the excuse is 
made within one day of the due date. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard; engage 
with the material. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
me. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
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(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Intellectual Pluralism: The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and 
respects student rights. Students who have questions or concerns regarding the 
atmosphere in this class (including respect for diverse opinions) may contact the 
Departmental Chair or Divisional Director; the Director of the Office of Students Rights 
and Responsibilities (http://osrr.missouri.edu/); or the MU Equity Office 
(http://equity.missouri.edu/), or by email at equity@missouri.edu. All students will have 
the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation of the instructor(s) at the end of the 
course. 
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Philosophy and Memory Syllabus (Spring 2011) 
    
 
Phil 4005/Psych. 4003     Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Spring 2011                                                                         MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Eng Bldg W 353                                                             Office Hours: M&T 
TR 9:30-10:45am        2pm-3pm (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall 436 
 
Required Text: A Dialogue on Personal Identity… (DPII), John Perry 
     Course Packet (CP) 
 
Course Description 
This course poses the following three questions.  Do a person’s memories constitute his 
or her identity?  What is memory?  Are we justified in believing the deliverances of our 
memory?  Although we will primarily investigate these questions from the standpoint of 
philosophy, case studies and research from psychology (including research arising from 
functional Magnetic Resonance Imaging (fMRI) technologies) will also aid us in 
answering these questions. 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I. Does Memory Constitute a Person’s Identity? 
Perry, John 1978: First Night, Second Night, Third Night (DPII) 
 
II. What is Memory? 
Locke, Don 1971: Memory. (CP) 
 
III. Can We Trust Our Memory? 
Various Articles [by Plantinga, Senor, Huemer, Lackey, and others] (CP) 
 
Grading 
1. Short writing assignments (35%) 

These will be about the reading, normally about one paragraph long or less, assigned 
on Blackboard after class, and due before the following class.  No late assignments 
accepted.  Please put the assignment in the body of the e-mail, not in a separate 
attached file.  I will normally have a grade back for you on that afternoon. 

 
2. Participation (15%) 

Based on attendance, regular contribution to discussion, and active listening. 
 
3. Outline for long paper (5%), due March 24th, 5pm. 

This should include at least your thesis and main points.  Paper topic can still change 
at this point with little harm. 



 33 

4. Draft of long paper to peer, due April 9th, 5pm. 
Three percentage points deducted for every day late. 

 
5. Comments on peer’s paper (5%), due April 13th, 5pm. 

 
6. Draft of long paper to me (10%), due April 17th, 5pm.  (Returned by 4/23) 
 
7. Presentations of papers (5%) on 4/28, 5/3 and 5/5. 
 
8. Long paper (25%), due Tues. May 10th, 5pm.  (2000–2500 words, approx. 8-9 pages) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  More 
information on the papers will be given in the future. 
 
** Unless noted otherwise, at least half your grade will be deducted if the assignment is 
turned in late, and you will receive a zero if it is more than a day late. 
 
*** Assignments should be sent to andrewmoon616@gmail.com.  Use this e-mail only 
for turning in assignments.  I can provide some feedback on your assignment ahead of 
time if you send it early and to my school e-mail address. 
 
Absences:  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class to hear any missed announcements, to talk about the 
material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow student doesn't work out, let me 
know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment with me), and then we can go 
over some of the material. 
 
The earlier you tell me that you might need to turn in something late, the more lenient I 
will be.  Excuses for a late assignment will be given only if there is a verified medical 
excuse or the equivalent and the request for the excuse is made within one day of the due 
date. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor, and please do not do work from other classes. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard; engage 
with the material. 
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Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
me. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Intellectual Pluralism: The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and 
respects student rights. Students who have questions or concerns regarding the 
atmosphere in this class (including respect for diverse opinions) may contact the 
Departmental Chair or Divisional Director; the Director of the Office of Students Rights 
and Responsibilities (http://osrr.missouri.edu/); or the MU Equity Office 
(http://equity.missouri.edu/), or by email at equity@missouri.edu. All students will have 
the opportunity to submit an anonymous evaluation of the instructor(s) at the end of the 
course. 
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Epistemology Syllabus (Prospective) 
    
Phil xxx       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Spring 20xx                                                                            aym3z8@mizzou.edu        
Strickland Hall xxxxxxxxx                                                     Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 8am-8:50am or 9am-9:50am      10am-11am (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall xxx 
 
Brief Description: This course will examine several issues in epistemology, including 
the analysis and structure of knowledge and justification, skepticism, theories of 
perception, and disagreement. 
 
Note:  This course will not presuppose any advanced knowledge of logic.  However, 
familiarity with basic first-order logic is highly recommended.  
 
Required Texts: Epistemology (EP), Richard Feldman 
      Skepticism and the Veil of Perception (SVP), Michael Huemer 
      Course Packet (CP) 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I Analysis of Knowledge 
1.         Introduction: Epistemological Questions, C. 1 (EP) 
2. Chisholm, “The Problem of the Criterion” (CP) 
3. Plato, “Meno” (CP) 
4. Gettier, “Is Justified True Belief Knowledge?” (CP) 
5. The Traditional Analysis of Knowledge, C. 2 (EP) 
6. Goldman, “A Causal Theory of Knowing” (CP) 
7. Modifying the Traditional Analysis of Knowledge, C. 3 (EP) 
 
II Theories of Knowledge and Justification 
1.    Evidentialist Theories of Knowledge and Justification, C. 4 (EP) 
2. Goldman, “Reliabilism: What is Justified Belief?” (CP) 
3. Plantinga, “Warrant and Proper Function” (CP) 
3. Nonevidentialist Theories of Knowledge and Justification, C. 5 (EP) 
 
III Skepticism 
1.  Descartes, “First Meditations” (CP) 
2. Skepticism (I), Ch. 6 (EP) 
3. Introduction, C. 1 (SVP) 
4. The Lure of Radical Skepticism, C. 2 (SVP) 
5. Easy Answers to Skepticism, C. 3 (SVP) 
6. Skepticism (II), Ch. 7 (EP) 
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IV Perceptual Knowledge 
1. A Version of Direct Realism, C. 4 (SVP) 
2. A Version of Foundationalism, C. 5 (SVP) 
3. Markie, “The Mystery of Direct Perceptual Justification” (CP) 
4. Objections to Direct Realism, C. 6 (SVP) 
5. An Objection to Indirect Realism, C. 7 (SVP) 
6. The Direct Realist’s Answer to Skepticism (SVP) 
7. Alston, “Perceiving God” (CP) 
 
V Final Issues 
1. van Inwagen, “It is Wrong… to Believe on Insufficient Evidence” (CP) 
2. Feldman, “Reasonable Religious Disagreement” (CP) 
4. Epistemology and Science (EP) 
5.  Epistemological Relativism (EP) 
 
Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Presentation 10% (Presentation dates given in class.) 
 
2. Midterm 20% (Short answer/essay questions.  Date xxx.) 
 
3. Paper 20% (Two (and only two) 6 page papers) 
Assigned Due 
Feb. xx Feb. xx 
Mar. xx Mar. xx 
Apr. xx Apr. xx 
 
4. Final Exam 30% (Date xxx.) 
 
- Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
- Although participation in class discussions is not a part of your grade, those who 
participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of borderline 
grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
- For every unexcused absence beyond five, you will lose one percentage point from your 
final grade. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
me. 
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ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late papers.  The earlier you tell me that you need 
to miss an exam or turn in a late paper, the more lenient I will be.  
 
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class (perhaps your e-mail buddy) to hear any missed 
announcements, to talk about the material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow 
student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment 
with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
DO NOT schedule a flight for sometime before the final exam or before the class meeting 
on the Thursday prior to spring break.  There will be no rescheduling in order to 
accommodate early flights. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact 
the course director, Professor John Doe.  If the concern still remains unresolved, contact 
the Philosophy Department chair, Jane Doe (xxx Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard; engage 
with the material. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
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Metaphysics Syllabus (Prospective) 
    
 
Phil xxx       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Spring 20xx                                                                             MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall xxxxxxxxx                                                     Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 8am-8:50am or 9am-9:50am      10am-11am (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall xxx 
 
Brief Description: This course will examine several issues in metaphysics, including 
universals, propositions, possibility and necessity, time, and personal identity.  
 
Note:  This course will not presuppose any advanced knowledge of logic.  However, 
familiarity with basic first-order logic is highly recommended.  
 
Required Texts: Metaphysics: A Contemporary Introduction, (MCI) Michael Loux 
      Metaphysics: Contemporary Readings, (MCR) ed. Michael Loux 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
* - will be made available 
 
I What is Metaphysics? (MCI, 1-19) 
 
II Realism, Nominalism, Particulars 
 1.  MCI: Ch. 1; MCR: Intro (Part I); Chs. 1 and 5 

2.  MCI: Ch. 2; MCR: Chs. 2, 3, 4 
3. MCI Ch. 3; MCR : Intro (Part II) ; Chs. 6, 7, 8 

 
III Propositions, Modality 
 1. MCI: Ch. 4 

2. Ch. 1 and 2 of Nature of Necessity (Plantinga)* 
3. MCI: Ch. 5; MCR: Intro (Part III), Chs. 10, 11 

 
IV Dualism 
 1. MCR: Ch. 13, 24 
 2. “Against Materialism” (Plantinga, will be made available) 

3. “Plantinga’s Replacement Argument” (van Inwagen, 
http://philosophy.nd.edu/people/all/profiles/van-inwagen-peter/ 

 
V Time, Perdurance, Endurance 
 1.  MCR : Intro (Part IV), Chs. 14, 15 
 2.  The A-Theory: MCR, Chs. 16, 17 
 3.  The B-Theory: MCR, Chs. 18, 19 
 4.  MCR: Intro (Part V), Chs. 12, 20, 21 
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 5.  “McTaggart's Paradox and the Problem of Temporary Intrinsics." (Craig)* 
6. “Craig on McTaggart’s Paradox and the Problem of Temporary Intrinsics” 
(Oaklander)* 
7. “Oaklander on McTaggart and Intrinsic Change” (Craig)* 

 
VI Personal Identity 

1. MCR: Chs. 22-24 
 
Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Presentation 10% 
 
2. Midterm 20% (Short answer/essay questions.  Date xxx.) 
 
3. Paper 20% (Two (and only two) 6 page papers) 
Assigned Due 
Feb. xx Feb. xx 
Mar. xx Mar. xx 
Apr. xx Apr. xx 
 
4. Final Exam 30% (Date xxx.) 
 
- Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
- Although participation in class discussions is not a part of your grade, those who 
participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of borderline 
grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
- For every unexcused absence beyond five, you will lose one percentage point from your 
final grade. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
me. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
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accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late papers.  The earlier you tell me that you need 
to miss an exam or turn in a late paper, the more lenient I will be. 
 
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class (perhaps your e-mail buddy) to hear any missed 
announcements, to talk about the material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow 
student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment 
with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
DO NOT schedule a flight for sometime before the final exam or before the class meeting 
on the Thursday prior to spring break.  There will be no rescheduling in order to 
accommodate early flights. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact 
the course director, Professor John Doe.  If the concern still remains unresolved, contact 
the Philosophy Department chair, Jane Doe (xxx Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard; engage 
with the material. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
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Philosophy of Religion Syllabus (Prospective) 
    
 
Phil xxx       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Spring 20xx                                                                            MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall xxxxxxxxx                                                     Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 9am-10:45am        10am-11am (and by appt.) 
        Strickland Hall xxx 
 
Brief Description: This course will examine several issues in philosophy of religion, 
including the attributes of God, arguments for and against the existence of God, science 
and religion, faith and reason, religious experience, and religious pluralism.  
 
Note:  This course will not presuppose any advanced knowledge of logic.  However, 
familiarity with basic first-order logic is highly recommended.  
 
Required Text: Philosophy of Religion: An Anthology, 6th Edition, Pojman and Rea 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I Attributes of God 
 1.  “Temporal Eternity”, Stephen Davis, I.B.1 

2.  “The God Beyond Time”, Hugh McCann, I.B.2 
3.  “Divine Foreknowledge and Human Free Will”, Augustine, I.B.6 
4.  “God’s Foreknowledge and HFW are Incompatible”, Pike, I.B.7 
5. “God’s Foreknowledge and HFW are Compatible”, Plantinga, I.B.8 

 
II Arguments for God’s Existence (Pt. 1) 
 1. “The Ontological Argument”, Anselm, II.A.1 

2. “The Five Ways”, II.B.1, Aquinas 
3. “The Kalam Cosmological Argument”, Craig & Moreland, II.B.4 
4. “A Critique of the Kalam Cosmological Argument”, Draper, II.B.5 

 
III Science and Religion 

2. “Is Science a Religion”, Dawkins, VIII.A.1 
3. “Faith and Science”, Pope John Paul II, VIII.A.3 

 
IV. Arguments for God’s Existence (Pt. 2) 

1. “The Watch and the Watchmaker”, Paley, II.C.1 
2. “A Critique of the Design Argument”, Hume, II.C.2 
3. “The Argument from Design”, Swinburne, II.C.3 
4. “A Scientific Argument for the Existence of God”, Collins, II.C.4 

 
 



 42 

IV Faith and Reason 
 1. “The Presumption of Atheism”, Flew, VII.B.2 

2. “Rational Religious Belief Without Arguments”, Bergmann, VII.B.3 
 

V Religious Experience 
 1. “Mysticism”, James, III.2 
 2. “Perceiving God”, Alston, III.3 

3. “Religious Experience and Naturalistic Explanations”, Jordan, III.5 
4. “Divine Hiddenness, Divine Silence”, Rea, III.6 

 
VI The Argument from Evil 
 1.  “The Argument from Evil”, Hume, IV.A.1 
 2.  “Theodicy: A Defense of Theism”, Leibniz, IV.A.2 
 3.  “Rebellion”, Dostoyevsky, IV.A.3 
 4.  “Evil and Omnipotence”, Mackie, IV.B.1 
 5.  “The Free Will Defense”, Plantinga, IV.C.1 

6. “The Inductive Argument”, Rowe, IV.B.2 
7. “The Problem of Evil and the Desires of the Heart”, Stump, IV.C.4 

 
VII Religious Pluralism 
 1.  “Religious Pluralism”, Hick, IX.1 
 2.  “A Defense of Religious Exclusivism”, Plantinga, IX.2 
 
Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Presentation 10% 
 
2. Midterm 20% (Short answer/essay questions.  Date xxx.) 
 
3. Paper 20% (Two (and only two) 6 page papers) 
Assigned Due 
Feb. xx Feb. xx 
Mar. xx Mar. xx 
Apr. xx Apr. xx 
 
4. Final Exam 30% (Date xxx.) 
 
- Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
- Although participation in class discussions is not a part of your grade, those who 
participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of borderline 
grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
- For every unexcused absence beyond five, you will lose one percentage point from your 
final grade. 



 43 

Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. When in doubt about 
plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult 
me. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late papers.  The earlier you tell me that you need 
to miss an exam or turn in a late paper, the more lenient I will be. 
 
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class (perhaps your e-mail buddy) to hear any missed 
announcements, to talk about the material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow 
student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment 
with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
DO NOT schedule a flight for sometime before the final exam or before the class meeting 
on the Thursday prior to spring break.  There will be no rescheduling in order to 
accommodate early flights. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact 
the course director, Professor John Doe.  If the concern still remains unresolved, contact 
the Philosophy Department chair, Jane Doe (xxx Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
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My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard; engage 
with the material. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
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Epistemology and Cognitive Science of Religion (Prospective) 
    
Phil xxxx or Psych xxx     Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall xxxx                                                                         MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall xxx                                                             Office Hours: M&W 
M-W-F 12-12:50pm        1pm-2pm (and by appt.) 
 
Required Text: Why Would Anyone Believe in God? (WWABG), Justin Barrett 
     Course Packet (CP) 
 
Course Description 
In the first part of the course, we explore the question, “What makes a belief rational?” 
We will learn some basic issues in epistemology and cognitive science such as the 
mechanisms of belief formation and the possible the roles of evidence, reliability, and 
proper function for rational belief.  In the second part of the course, we apply what we 
have learned to religious belief.  We explore both the conditions under which religious 
belief is formed and ask whether, under those conditions, religious belief is rational.  Our 
readings will be from a text by cognitive scientist, Justin Barrett, and a course packet 
featuring a number of philosophers from different perspectives. 
 
Course Outline  
[The course outline is tentative. Material may be added or deleted as time allows.  Dates 

for specific reading assignments will be given in class.] 
 
I. What is Rational Belief? 
 
Barrett, Justin 2004: Chapter 1 (WWABG) 
Feldman, Richard and Earl Conee 1985: Evidentialism. (CP) 
Plantinga, Alvin 1993: Warrant and Proper Function. (CP) 
Feldman, Richard 1993: Proper Functionalism (CP) 
Plantinga, Alvin 1993: Why We Need Proper Function (CP) 
Robbins, Philip 2013: Modularity and Mental Architecture (CP) 
Samuels, Stich, Tremoulet 1999: Rethinking Rationality (CP) 
 
2. Is Religious Belief Rational? 
Bloom, Paul 2008: Is Religion an Accident? (CP) 
Barrett, Justin 2004: Chapters 3 (WWABG) 
Plantinga, Alvin 1991: Theism, Atheism, and Rationality. (CP) 
Barrett, Justin 2004: Chapters 5-7 (WWABG) 
Barrett & Clark 2010: Reformed Epistemology and Cog. Sci. of Religion (CP) 
Fales 2003: Critical Discussion of Alvin Plantinga’s Warranted Christian Belief (CP) 
William P. Alston 1986: Perceiving God. (CP) 
Barrett, Justin 2004: Chapters 8-9 (WWABG) 
Fales vs. Alston (2005): Debate on Religious Experience (CP) 
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Grading 
 
1. Short writing assignments (40%) 

These regular assignments will normally be about the reading, about one paragraph 
long, and due one hour before the following class (9am).  No late assignments 
accepted.  Please put the assignment in the body of the e-mail, not in a separate 
attached file.  I will normally have comments and a grade back for you on that 
afternoon. 

 
2. Participation (5%) 

Based on attendance, regular contribution to discussion, and active listening. 
 
3. Outline for long paper (5%), due October 27th, 5pm. 

This should include at least your thesis and main points.  Paper topic can still change 
at this point with little harm. 

 
4. Draft of long paper to peer, due November 10th, 5pm. 

I will select the peer that you will exchange papers with.  Three percentage points 
deducted for every day late. 

 
5. Comments on peer’s paper (5%), due November 14th, 5pm. 

 
6. Draft of long paper to me (10%), due November 19th, 5pm.  (Returned by 11/29) 
 
7. Presentations of paper (5%) on 12/3, 12/6, and 12/8. 
 
8. Long paper (30%), due December 13th, 5pm.  (2500–3000 words, approx. 11 pages) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  More 
information on the papers will be given in the future. 
 
** Unless noted otherwise, half your grade will be deducted if the assignment is turned in 
a day late, and you will receive a zero if it is more than a day late. 
 
*** Assignments should be sent to andrewmoon616@gmail.com.  Use this e-mail only 
for turning in assignments.  I can provide some feedback on your assignment ahead of 
time if you send it early and to my school e-mail address. 
 
Absences:  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class to hear any missed announcements, to talk about the 
material, and to get notes.  If getting help from a fellow student doesn't work out, let me 
know or come to office hours (or set up an appointment with me), and then we can go 
over some of the material. 
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The earlier you tell me that you might need to turn in something late, the more lenient I 
will be.  Within two days of the due date, excuses for a late assignment will be given only 
if there is a verified medical excuse or the equivalent and the request for the excuse is 
made within one day of the due date. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor. 
 
Concerns: Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel 
significantly bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me 
about it.  If the concern remains unresolved after talking to me, contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
My Expectations: Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard. 
 
Your Expectations: I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best 
to be present and available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will 
also aim to make the material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with 
all grading policies. 
 
Academic Integrity: Academic integrity is fundamental to the activities and principles of 
a university. Any effort to gain an advantage not given to all students is dishonest 
whether or not the effort is successful. Sanctions for such a breach may include academic 
sanctions from the instructor, including failing the course for any violation, to 
disciplinary sanctions ranging from probation to expulsion. If in doubt about plagiarism, 
paraphrasing, quoting, collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult me. 
 
ADA: If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and 
need assistance, please notify me immediately. 
 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
 
Intellectual Pluralism: The University community welcomes intellectual diversity and 
respects student rights. Students who have questions or concerns regarding the 
atmosphere in this class (including respect for diverse opinions) may contact the 
Departmental Chair or Divisional Director; the Director of the Office of Students Rights 
and Responsibilities (http://osrr.missouri.edu/); or the MU Equity Office 
(http://equity.missouri.edu/), or by email at equity@missouri.edu. 
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Early Modern Philosophy (Prospective) 
 

Phil xxx       Dr. Andrew Moon                   
Fall xxxx                                                                                 MoonAY@missouri.edu        
Strickland Hall 219                                                                 Office Hours: M-W 
TR 9:30-10:45am       10am-11am (and by appt.) 
 
Required Texts: 

Rene Descartes, Discourse on Method and Meditations on First Philosophy 
[Hackett] 

 Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, Discourse on Metaphysics and Other Essays 
[Hackett] 

 David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, second edition 
[Hackett] 

Immanuel Kant, Prolegomena To Any Future Metaphysics, second edition  
  [Hackett] 
	  
Recommended Secondary Texts (available in Ellis Library): 
 A History of Philosophy, vols. 4, 5 and 6, Frederick Copleston 
 A History of Western Philosophy, vols 3 and 4, W. T. Jones 
 The Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy [http://plato.stanford.edu/] 
 
Course Outline 
[Tentative: Material may be added or deleted as time allows] 
 
I Descartes: Rationalism 
 A. Descartes, Discourse on Method, I, II and IV [Required] 
 B. Descartes, Meditations on First Philosophy [Required] 
 C. Descartes, Principles of Philosophy, Part I [Recommended] 
 D. Descartes, Objections and Replies II, III and IV [Recommended] 
 
II Leibniz: Rationalism and Idealism 
 A. Leibniz, The Monadology [Required] 
 B. Leibniz, The Discourse on Metaphysics [Required] 
 C. Leibniz, Real Life Dialogue on Human Freedom and the Origin of Evil  

[Recommended] 
 
III Hume: Empiricism and Skepticism 
 A. Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, sections I-III 

  [Required] 
B. Hume, A Treatise of Human Nature, Book I, Part I, section 6; Book I, Part  

IV, sections 5 & 6 [Recommended] 
 C. Hume, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding, sections IV-XII  
 
IV Kant 
  Kant, Prolegomena to Any Future Metaphysics 
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Grading: Your grade will be determined by the following assignments: 
 
1. Reading Checkup Pop Quizzes 10% 
 
2. Short Papers 15% (Will be assigned throughout the semester.) 
 
3. Long Paper 20% (Due Friday, Dec. 9, 5pm) 
 
4. Tests 30% (3 tests total on Descartes, Leibniz, and Hume.) 
 
5. Final 25% (Test will be cumulative and also cover material on Kant. The final will be 
given Wednesday, Dec. 14th at 12:30pm-2:30pm.) 
 
* Dates are subject to change. Any changes will be announced in class.  
 
** Those who participate consistently will be given the benefit of the doubt in cases of 
borderline grades. Thus, regular participation may help you get an A- instead of a B+ etc. 
 
*** LOOK AT THIS!!! à For each unexcused absence over four, you will receive one 
percentage point off of your final grade. ß LOOK AT THIS!!!*** 
 
Absences:  
Missed exams may be made up (or excused) only if there is a verified medical excuse or 
the equivalent and the request for a make-up (or excuse) is made within one day of the 
exam.  The same conditions apply for late essay assignments, quizzes, and writing 
assignments.  However, there are no makeups for quizzes and writing assignments, 
though I will drop everybody's lowest quiz grade and writing assignment score at the end 
of the semester.  The earlier you tell me that you need to miss an exam or turn in a late 
paper, the more lenient I will be. 
  
You are responsible for catching up on material you missed.  I recommend that you meet 
up with a student from class to talk about the material and to get notes.  If getting help 
from a fellow student doesn't work out, let me know or come to office hours (or set up an 
appointment with me), and then we can go over some of the material. 
You count as absent if you are more than 10 minutes late. 
Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty (e.g., plagiarism, cheating on exams) will be 
reported to the Provost's Office and will be treated with the utmost seriousness in 
accordance with MU regulations <http://facultycouncil.missouri.edu/handbook/article-
6.html>.  Penalties from me may range from failure for the assignment to failure for the 
whole course.  Penalties from the University may range from academic probation to 
expulsion from MU.  When in doubt about plagiarism, paraphrasing, quoting, 
collaboration, or any other form of cheating, consult me. 
 
Intellectual Diversity 
The University of Missouri welcomes intellectual diversity and respects the right of all 
students to their own views, inside and outside the classroom.  Students with concerns 
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about intellectual diversity and students' right to their own views in this class may 
address them either to the Philosophy Department Chair, Prof. Andrew Melnyk 
(melnyka@missouri.edu), or to the Director of the Office of Students Rights and 
Responsibilities <http://osrr.missouri.edu/>. 
ADA:  
If you have special needs as addressed by the Americans with Disabilities Act and need 
assistance, please notify me immediately. 
To request academic accommodations (for example, a note taker or extended time on 
exams), students must also register with the Office of Disability Services 
(http://disabilityservices.missouri.edu), S5 Memorial Union, 882-4696. It is the campus 
office responsible for reviewing documentation provided by students requesting academic 
accommodations, and for accommodations planning in cooperation with students and 
instructors, as needed and consistent with course requirements. For other MU resources 
for students with disabilities, click on "Disability Resources" on the MU homepage. 
Any Other Concerns        
Talk to me if you’re concerned about anything in the course.  If you feel significantly 
bothered or offended by anything, that’s reason enough to talk with me about it.  If the 
concern remains unresolved after talking to me, the next step is to contact the Philosophy 
Department chair, Professor Andrew Melnyk (438 Strickland Hall).  An anonymous 
teaching evaluation will be given at the end of the course. 
 
More Policies: 
No laptops allowed.  No cell phones should be used except to tell time.  Please do not talk 
when I or another student has the floor, and please do not do work from other classes. 
My Expectations: 
Do the readings; come to class; get help if needed; work hard. 
Your Expectations: 
I will respond to any e-mail within 24 hours, and I will do my best to be present and 
available to help you with the material, even outside the class.  I will also aim to make the 
material as interesting as I can, and I will do my best to be fair with all grading policies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


